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RECOMMENDED	TRACKS:	2,3,5,1,8	
RIYL:	JOHN	PRINE,	LUCINDA	WILLIAMS,	J.J.	CALE	
FCC:	None	

1. Even	If	The	Sun	Don’t	Shine	
2. Day	of	Reckoning	
3. Do	You	Know	
4. Please	Come	Home	to	Me	
5. Visit	From	an	Angel	
6. Fine	Way	to	Treat	Me	
7. It	Rains	All	Over	Town	
8. Broken	Down	
9. I’m	Too	Old	to	Fall	in	Love	
10. Love	Is	Here	to	Stay	
11. Ever	Since	You	Went	Away	

	

Jeff	Rymes’	former	quartet	The	Lonesome	Strangers	originated	in	“the	roots	music	explosion	that	
took	place	in	Southern	California	during	the	‘80s”	and	have	been	described	by	AllMusic	as	“one	of	
California's	most	influential	bands.”	Now,	20	years	since	the	Strangers’	last	release,	Rymes	has	
returned	to	serious	musical	pursuits	with	his	solo	debut,	Even	If	The	Sun	Don’t	Shine,	picking	up	
where	he	left	off	with	a	collection	of	songs	from	the	highways	and	byways	of	life's	road	trip.	
“It	was	a	thrill	to	be	back	in	Southern	California	making	music.	I	felt	like	I	was	doing	something	new	
and	reconnecting	with	the	past	at	the	same	time,”	says	Rymes,	who	was	encouraged	by	longtime	
friend	and	producer	Taras	Prodaniuk	(Dwight	Yoakam,	Lucinda	Williams)	to	record	Even	If	The	Sun	
Don’t	Shine	at	SlideAway	Studio	in	Shadow	Hills.	The	11	songs	were	cut	in	a	decidedly	“old	school”	
manner	on	2-inch	analog	tape	and	feature	several	contemporaries	from	Rymes’	Strangers	days.	A	
combination	of	camaraderie	and	creativity	sparks	the	entire	album,	as	Rymes’	reunion	with	recording	
plays	more	like	a	welcome	home	party,	with	the	shared	excitement	of	old	friends	getting	back	to	the	
heart	of	American	roots	through	a	mix	of	compelling	styles.	
The	skipping	beat	and	lighthearted	“teenage	‘50s	chord	progression”	on	“Day	of	Reckoning”	might	
just	be	the	most	upbeat	take	on	end	times	judgment,	with	lyrics	describing	the	futility	of	
selfishness.	Aubrey	Richmond	(Shooter	Jennings)	on	fiddle	and	Skip	Edwards	(Dwight	Yoakam,	Dave	
Alvin,	Rosie	Flores)	on	piano	highlight	this	sock	hop	styled	sermon.	Rock	n’	soul	groover	“Do	You	
Know”	and	the	very	SoCal	“Visit	From	an	Angel”	feature	extensive	guitar	work	from	Doug	
Pettibone	(Shelby	Lynne	&	Alison	Moorer,	Lucinda	Williams)	and	showcase	the	definitive	tones	of	the	
region	-	twang	and	surf.		
Like	many	songs	on	the	album,	the	title	track	on	Even	If	The	Sun	Don’t	Shine	was	inspired	by	Rymes'	
time	spent	living	in	Georgia	and	the	rainy	summer	weather.	“Broken	Down”	was	written	back	East,	
but	Rymes	says	the	song	"jumped	out	after	seeing	Merle	Haggard	perform,”	prompting	“that	
California	country	vibe.”	
Rymes	has	recently	relocated	from	Philadelphia	to	Portland,	Oregon,	recorded	a	lo-fi	“companion	
CD”	to	Even	If	The	Sun	Don’t	Shine,	and	has	begun	performing	across	the	Pacific	Northwest,	both	as	a	
solo	act	and	backed	by	various	musicians,	generally	referred	to	as	The	Invisible	Plastic	Nashville	Band.	
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